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.. Participate in democracy at your peril.

- That’s the message Fulton County
Superior Court Judge T. Jackson Bed-
ford sent to citizens who unsuccessfully
fought a parking deck in Piedmont Park.
Bedford ruled that Friends of Piedmont
Park, their lawyers and Midtown activ-
ist Doug Abramson must pay legal fees to -
the Atlanta Botanical Garden because two
of the group’s five claims in a lawsuit chal-
lenging the $25 million deck were deemed
groundless.

Bedford is wrong. A democracy —and

its legal branch — should cherish groups .
like Friends of Piedimont Park, not intimi- .
date them. i :

*.: That an organization with that name’
eyen exists should be celebrated. Thirty
yedrs ago, few cared about Piedmont Park,
despite its deep historical and architectural
significance. Government policy then'was |
to:make it easier for us to get out of the city

.agrapidly as possible; that policy included
ayiping out historic neighborhoods and
parks with freeways so that commut- -
ers eould get to and from their suburban
homes faster. That was easier than con-
fronting the racial, educational and eco-
nortic problemsof the city, : - .

" But there was.always a small core of cit- -
izems who refused to dccept that edict. .
When the Géorgia Departriiént of Trans-’
portatien, former President Jimmy Carter
and Atlanta Mayor Andrew Young wanted
tobuild:an interstate- style highway -

through Inmarn Park and Candler Park —

-
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damaging historic parks designed by Cen-
tral Park designer Frederick Law Olmsted
— these citizens fought back.

A courageous DeKalb County judge by
the name of Clarence Seeliger heard them
out and delayed the road for years untila
compromise — a winding two-lane road
called Freedom Parkway — was devel- -
oped. That parkway helped fuel an intown
renaissance. The Qlmsted parks on Ponce.
de Leon Avenue have been restored, help- -
ing to create as beautiful a stretch of road
as exists anywhere'in Atlanta. o

While editorial writers and political
scientists often lament the reluctanceof

- 30 many citizens to get actively involved

with their government, at any level, many
elected leaders seem to prefer it that way.
There are fewer people to muck up the
works, slow down projects, get in the way.
By contrast, there are the hardy few,
‘groups such as Friends of Piedmont Park,
‘whose members are passionaté enoughto -
devote their time and meney to fight for

s

‘the future of their neighborhoods and their

city. - .
Perhaps Bedford had legal justifications
for sanctioning their activities, but there -
can be an enormous difference between
theletter of the law and justice. Thereis no

“justice in fining those who are fighting not

for money but for their vision of a piblicly 3
owned landmark. . '

' — David Beasley (dbeasley@ajc.com), forthe - :

editorial board

- I . . : FRANK MIEMEIR / fniemeir@ajc.com
Midtown activist Doug Abramson (in Piedmont Park) is among those hit with legal fees. ’
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